Book of the Covenant and Deuteronomic Code Parallels
Centralization of Worship
Exodus 20:22‐26
22
The Lord said to Moses: Thus you shall say to
the Israelites: “You have seen for yourselves that
I spoke with you from heaven. 23 You shall not
make gods of silver alongside me, nor shall you
make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 You need
make for me only an altar of earth and sacrifice
on it your burnt offerings and your offerings of
well‐being, your sheep and your oxen; in every
place where I cause my name to be remembered
I will come to you and bless you. 25 But if you
make for me an altar of stone, do not build it of
hewn stones; for if you use a chisel upon it you
profane it. 26 You shall not go up by steps to my
altar, so that your nakedness may not be exposed
on it.”

Deuteronomy 12:2‐14
You must demolish completely all the places
where the nations whom you are about to
dispossess served their gods, on the mountain
heights, on the hills, and under every leafy
tree. 3 Break down their altars, smash their pillars,
burn their sacred poles with fire, and hew down
the idols of their gods, and thus blot out their
name from their places. 4 You shall not worship
the Lord your God in such ways. 5 But you shall
seek the place that the Lord your God will choose
out of all your tribes as his habitation to put his
name there. You shall go there, 6 bringing there
your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your
tithes and your donations, your votive gifts, your
freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds
and flocks. 7 And you shall eat there in the
presence of the Lord your God, you and your
households together, rejoicing in all the
undertakings in which the Lord your God has
blessed you. 8 You shall not act as we are acting
here today, all of us according to our own
desires, 9 for you have not yet come into the rest
and the possession that the Lord your God is
giving you. 10 When you cross over the Jordan and
live in the land that the Lord your God is allotting
to you, and when he gives you rest from your
enemies all around so that you live in
safety, 11 then you shall bring everything that I
command you to the place that the Lord your
God will choose as a dwelling for his name: your
burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes
and your donations, and all your choice votive
gifts that you vow to the Lord. 12 And you shall
rejoice before the Lord your God, you together
with your sons and your daughters, your male
and female slaves, and the Levites who reside in
your towns (since they have no allotment or
inheritance with you). 13 Take care that you do
not offer your burnt offerings at any place you
happen to see. 14 But only at the place that
the Lord will choose in one of your tribes—there
you shall offer your burnt offerings and there you
shall do everything I command you.
2

Treatment of Slaves
Exodus 21:2‐11
2
When you buy a male Hebrew slave, he shall
serve six years, but in the seventh he shall go out
a free person, without debt. 3 If he comes in
single, he shall go out single; if he comes in
married, then his wife shall go out with him. 4 If
his master gives him a wife and she bears him
sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall
be her master’s and he shall go out alone. 5 But if
the slave declares, “I love my master, my wife,
and my children; I will not go out a free
person,” 6 then his master shall bring him before
God. He shall be brought to the door or the
doorpost; and his master shall pierce his ear with
an awl; and he shall serve him for life.
7
When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she
shall not go out as the male slaves do. 8 If she
does not please her master, who designated her
for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed; he
shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people,
since he has dealt unfairly with her. 9 If he
designates her for his son, he shall deal with her
as with a daughter. 10 If he takes another wife to
himself, he shall not diminish the food, clothing,
or marital rights of the first wife. 11 And if he does
not do these three things for her, she shall go out
without debt, without payment of money.

Deuteronomy 15:12‐18
If a member of your community, whether a
Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you
and works for you six years, in the seventh year
you shall set that person free. 13 And when you
send a male slave out from you a free person,
you shall not send him out empty‐
handed. 14 Provide liberally out of your flock, your
threshing floor, and your wine press, thus giving
to him some of the bounty with which
the Lord your God has blessed you. 15 Remember
that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and
the Lord your God redeemed you; for this reason
I lay this command upon you today. 16 But if he
says to you, “I will not go out from you,” because
he loves you and your household, since he is well
off with you, 17 then you shall take an awl and
thrust it through his earlobe into the door, and he
shall be your slave forever. You shall do the same
with regard to your female slave. 18 Do not
consider it a hardship when you send them out
from you free persons, because for six years they
have given you services worth the wages of hired
laborers; and the Lord your God will bless you in
all that you do.
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Homicide and Cities of Refuge
Exodus 21:12‐14
Whoever strikes a person mortally shall be put
to death. 13 If it was not premeditated, but came
about by an act of God, then I will appoint for you
a place to which the killer may flee. 14 But if
someone willfully attacks and kills another by
treachery, you shall take the killer from my altar
for execution.
12

Deuteronomy 19:1‐13
When the Lord your God has cut off the nations
whose land the Lord your God is giving you, and
you have dispossessed them and settled in their
towns and in their houses, 2 you shall set apart
three cities in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you to possess. 3 You shall calculate the
distances and divide into three regions the land
that the Lord your God gives you as a possession,
so that any homicide can flee to one of them.
4
Now this is the case of a homicide who might
flee there and live, that is, someone who has
killed another person unintentionally when the
two had not been at enmity before: 5 Suppose
someone goes into the forest with another to cut
1

wood, and when one of them swings the ax to cut
down a tree, the head slips from the handle and
strikes the other person who then dies; the killer
may flee to one of these cities and live. 6 But if the
distance is too great, the avenger of blood in hot
anger might pursue and overtake and put the
killer to death, although a death sentence was
not deserved, since the two had not been at
enmity before. 7 Therefore I command you: You
shall set apart three cities. 8 If the Lord your God
enlarges your territory, as he swore to your
ancestors—and he will give you all the land that
he promised your ancestors to give
you, 9 provided you diligently observe this entire
commandment that I command you today, by
loving the Lord your God and walking always in
his ways—then you shall add three more cities to
these three, 10 so that the blood of an innocent
person may not be shed in the land that
the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance,
thereby bringing bloodguilt upon you.
11
But if someone at enmity with another lies in
wait and attacks and takes the life of that person,
and flees into one of these cities, 12 then the
elders of the killer’s city shall send to have the
culprit taken from there and handed over to the
avenger of blood to be put to death. 13 Show no
pity; you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood
from Israel, so that it may go well with you.

Kidnapping
Exodus 21:16
Whoever kidnaps a person, whether that
person has been sold or is still held in possession,
shall be put to death.
16

Deuteronomy 24:7
If someone is caught kidnaping another Israelite,
enslaving or selling the Israelite, then that
kidnaper shall die. So you shall purge the evil
from your midst.
7

Seduction of a Virgin
Exodus 22:16‐17
When a man seduces a virgin who is not
engaged to be married, and lies with her, he shall
give the bride‐price for her and make her his
wife. 17 But if her father refuses to give her to
him, he shall pay an amount equal to the bride‐
price for virgins.
16

Deuteronomy 22:28‐29
If a man meets a virgin who is not engaged, and
seizes her and lies with her, and they are caught
in the act, 29 the man who lay with her shall give
fifty shekels of silver to the young woman’s
father, and she shall become his wife. Because he
violated her he shall not be permitted to divorce
her as long as he lives.
28

Treatment of the Weak in Society
Exodus 22:21‐24
You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien,
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 22 You
shall not abuse any widow or orphan. 23 If you do
abuse them, when they cry out to me, I will
surely heed their cry; 24 my wrath will burn, and I
will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall
become widows and your children orphans.
21

Deuteronomy 24:17‐22
You shall not deprive a resident alien or an
orphan of justice; you shall not take a widow’s
garment in pledge. 18 Remember that you were a
slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed
you from there; therefore I command you to do
this. 19 When you reap your harvest in your field
and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go
back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the
orphan, and the widow, so that the Lord your
God may bless you in all your
undertakings. 20 When you beat your olive trees,
do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien,
the orphan, and the widow. 21 When you gather
the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is
left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the
widow. 22 Remember that you were a slave in the
land of Egypt; therefore I am commanding you to
do this.
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Lending and Interest
Exodus 22:25
If you lend money to my people, to the poor
among you, you shall not deal with them as a
creditor; you shall not exact interest from them.
25

Deuteronomy 23:19‐20
You shall not charge interest on loans to
another Israelite, interest on money, interest on
provisions, interest on anything that is lent. 20 On
loans to a foreigner you may charge interest, but
on loans to another Israelite you may not charge
interest, so that the Lord your God may bless you
in all your undertakings in the land that you are
about to enter and possess.
19

Guarantee on Loans
Exodus 22:26f
If you take your neighbor’s cloak in pawn, you
shall restore it before the sun goes down; 27 for it
may be your neighbor’s only clothing to use as
cover; in what else shall that person sleep? And if
your neighbor cries out to me, I will listen, for I
am compassionate.
26

Deuteronomy 24:10‐13
When you make your neighbor a loan of any
kind, you shall not go into the house to take the
pledge. 11 You shall wait outside, while the person
to whom you are making the loan brings the
pledge out to you. 12 If the person is poor, you
shall not sleep in the garment given you as the
pledge. 13 You shall give the pledge back by
sunset, so that your neighbor may sleep in the
cloak and bless you; and it will be to your credit
before the Lord your God.
10

Offering of Firstborns
Exodus 22:29‐30
You shall not delay to make offerings from the
fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of
your presses. The firstborn of your sons you shall
give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your
oxen and with your sheep: seven days it shall
remain with its mother; on the eighth day you
shall give it to me.
29

Deuteronomy 15:19‐23
Every firstling male born of your herd and flock
you shall consecrate to the Lord your God; you
shall not do work with your firstling ox nor shear
the firstling of your flock. 20 You shall eat it, you
together with your household, in the presence of
the Lord your God year by year at the place that
the Lord will choose. 21 But if it has any defect—
any serious defect, such as lameness or
blindness—you shall not sacrifice it to
the Lord your God; 22 within your towns you may
eat it, the unclean and the clean alike, as you
would a gazelle or deer. 23 Its blood, however, you
must not eat; you shall pour it out on the ground
like water.
19

Unclean Meats
Exodus 22:31
You shall be people consecrated to me;
therefore you shall not eat any meat that is
mangled by beasts in the field; you shall throw it
to the dogs.
31

Deuteronomy 14:3‐21a
You shall not eat any abhorrent thing. 4 These
are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep,
the goat, 5 the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the
wild goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the
mountain‐sheep. 6 Any animal that divides the
hoof and has the hoof cleft in two, and chews the
cud, among the animals, you may eat. 7 Yet of
those that chew the cud or have the hoof cleft
you shall not eat these: the camel, the hare, and
the rock badger, because they chew the cud but
do not divide the hoof; they are unclean for
you. 8 And the pig, because it divides the hoof but
does not chew the cud, is unclean for you. You
shall not eat their meat, and you shall not touch
their carcasses. 9 Of all that live in water you may
eat these: whatever has fins and scales you may
eat. 10 And whatever does not have fins and
scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you.
11
You may eat any clean birds. 12 But these are
the ones that you shall not eat: the eagle, the
vulture, the osprey, 13 the buzzard, the kite of any
kind; 14 every raven of any kind; 15 the ostrich, the
nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any
kind; 16 the little owl and the great owl, the water
hen 17 and the desert owl, the carrion vulture and
the cormorant, 18 the stork, the heron of any kind;
the hoopoe and the bat. 19 And all winged insects
3

are unclean for you; they shall not be
eaten. 20 You may eat any clean winged creature.
21
You shall not eat anything that dies of itself;
you may give it to aliens residing in your towns
for them to eat, or you may sell it to a foreigner.
For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.

False Reports
Exodus 23:1
1
You shall not spread a false report. You shall not
join hands with the wicked to act as a malicious
witness.

Deuteronomy 19:16‐21
If a malicious witness comes forward to accuse
someone of wrongdoing, 17 then both parties to
the dispute shall appear before the Lord, before
the priests and the judges who are in office in
those days, 18 and the judges shall make a
thorough inquiry. If the witness is a false witness,
having testified falsely against another, 19 then
you shall do to the false witness just as the false
witness had meant to do to the other. So you
shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 The rest
shall hear and be afraid, and a crime such as this
shall never again be committed among
you. 21 Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
16

Justice and the Poor
Exodus 23:2‐3, 6‐8
You shall not follow a majority in wrongdoing;
when you bear witness in a lawsuit, you shall not
side with the majority so as to pervert
justice; 3 nor shall you be partial to the poor in a
lawsuit.
6
You shall not pervert the justice due to your
poor in their lawsuits. 7 Keep far from a false
charge, and do not kill the innocent and those in
the right, for I will not acquit the guilty. 8 You shall
take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, and
subverts the cause of those who are in the right.
2

Deuteronomy 16:18‐20
You shall appoint judges and officials
throughout your tribes, in all your towns that
the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall
render just decisions for the people. 19 You must
not distort justice; you must not show partiality;
and you must not accept bribes, for a bribe blinds
the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of
those who are in the right. 20 Justice, and only
justice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and
occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving
you.
18

Dealing with a Neighbor's Property
Exodus 23:4‐5
4
When you come upon your enemy’s ox or
donkey going astray, you shall bring it back.
5
When you see the donkey of one who hates you
lying under its burden and you would hold back
from setting it free, you must help to set it free.

Deuteronomy 22:1‐4
You shall not watch your neighbor’s ox or sheep
straying away and ignore them; you shall take
them back to their owner. 2 If the owner does not
reside near you or you do not know who the
owner is, you shall bring it to your own house,
and it shall remain with you until the owner
1

claims it; then you shall return it. 3 You shall do
the same with a neighbor’s donkey; you shall do
the same with a neighbor’s garment; and you
shall do the same with anything else that your
neighbor loses and you find. You may not
withhold your help. 4 You shall not see your
neighbor’s donkey or ox fallen on the road and
ignore it; you shall help to lift it up.

Sabbath Year and Remission of Debts
Exodus 23:10‐11
For six years you shall sow your land and gather
in its yield; 11 but the seventh year you shall let it
rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your
people may eat; and what they leave the wild
animals may eat. You shall do the same with your
vineyard, and with your olive orchard.
10

Deuteronomy 15:1‐11
Every seventh year you shall grant a remission of
debts. 2 And this is the manner of the remission:
every creditor shall remit the claim that is held
against a neighbor, not exacting it of a neighbor
who is a member of the community, because
the Lord’s remission has been proclaimed. 3 Of a
foreigner you may exact it, but you must remit
your claim on whatever any member of your
community owes you. 4 There will, however, be
no one in need among you, because the Lord is
sure to bless you in the land that the Lord your
God is giving you as a possession to occupy, 5 if
only you will obey the Lord your God by diligently
observing this entire commandment that I
command you today. 6 When the Lord your God
has blessed you, as he promised you, you will
lend to many nations, but you will not borrow;
you will rule over many nations, but they will not
rule over you. 7 If there is among you anyone in
need, a member of your community in any of
your towns within the land that the Lord your
God is giving you, do not be hard‐hearted or
tight‐fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You
should rather open your hand, willingly lending
enough to meet the need, whatever it may
be. 9 Be careful that you do not entertain a mean
thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of
remission, is near,” and therefore view your
needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing;
your neighbor might cry to the Lord against you,
and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally and be
ungrudging when you do so, for on this account
the Lord your God will bless you in all your work
and in all that you undertake. 11 Since there will
never cease to be some in need on the earth, I
1

therefore command you, “Open your hand to the
poor and needy neighbor in your land.”

Sabbath Day and Rest
Exodus 23:12
Six days you shall do your work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest, so that your ox and
your donkey may have relief, and your homeborn
slave and the resident alien may be refreshed.
12

Deuteronomy 5:13‐15
Six days you shall labor and do all your
work. 14 But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—
you, or your son or your daughter, or your male
or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any
of your livestock, or the resident alien in your
towns, so that your male and female slave may
rest as well as you. 15 Remember that you were a
slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
brought you out from there with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your
God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.
13

Invoking God's Name
Exodus 23:13
Be attentive to all that I have said to you. Do
not invoke the names of other gods; do not let
them be heard on your lips.
13

Deuteronomy 6:13
The Lord your God you shall fear; him you shall
serve, and by his name alone you shall swear.
13

Major Festivals
Exodus 23:14‐17
Three times in the year you shall hold a festival
for me. 15 You shall observe the festival of
unleavened bread; as I commanded you, you
shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the
appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you
came out of Egypt. No one shall appear before
me empty‐handed. 16 You shall observe the
festival of harvest, of the first fruits of your labor,
of what you sow in the field. You shall observe
the festival of ingathering at the end of the year,
when you gather in from the field the fruit of
your labor. 17 Three times in the year all your
males shall appear before the Lord God.
14

Deuteronomy 16:1‐17
Observe the month of Abib by keeping the
passover to the Lord your God, for in the month
of Abib the Lord your God brought you out of
Egypt by night. 2 You shall offer the passover
sacrifice to the Lord your God, from the flock and
the herd, at the place that the Lord will choose as
a dwelling for his name. 3 You must not eat with it
anything leavened. For seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread with it—the bread of
affliction—because you came out of the land of
Egypt in great haste, so that all the days of your
life you may remember the day of your departure
from the land of Egypt. 4 No leaven shall be seen
with you in all your territory for seven days; and
none of the meat of what you slaughter on the
evening of the first day shall remain until
morning. 5 You are not permitted to offer the
passover sacrifice within any of your towns that
1

the Lord your God is giving you. 6 But at the place
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling
for his name, only there shall you offer the
passover sacrifice, in the evening at sunset, the
time of day when you departed from Egypt. 7 You
shall cook it and eat it at the place that
the Lord your God will choose; the next morning
you may go back to your tents. 8 For six days you
shall continue to eat unleavened bread, and on
the seventh day there shall be a solemn assembly
for the Lord your God, when you shall do no
work.
9
You shall count seven weeks; begin to count the
seven weeks from the time the sickle is first put
to the standing grain. 10 Then you shall keep the
festival of weeks to the Lord your God,
contributing a freewill offering in proportion to
the blessing that you have received from
the Lord your God. 11 Rejoice before the Lord your
God—you and your sons and your daughters,
your male and female slaves, the Levites resident
in your towns, as well as the strangers, the
orphans, and the widows who are among you—at
the place that the Lord your God will choose as a
dwelling for his name. 12 Remember that you
were a slave in Egypt, and diligently observe
these statutes.
13
You shall keep the festival of booths for seven
days, when you have gathered in the produce
from your threshing floor and your wine
press. 14 Rejoice during your festival, you and your
sons and your daughters, your male and female
slaves, as well as the Levites, the strangers, the
orphans, and the widows resident in your
towns. 15 Seven days you shall keep the festival to
the Lord your God at the place that the Lord will
choose; for the Lord your God will bless you in all
your produce and in all your undertakings, and
you shall surely celebrate.
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Three times a year all your males shall appear
before the Lord your God at the place that he will
choose: at the festival of unleavened bread, at
the festival of weeks, and at the festival of
booths. They shall not appear before
the Lord empty‐handed; 17 all shall give as they
are able, according to the blessing of
the Lord your God that he has given you.

Offering of First Fruits
Exodus 23:19a
The choicest of the first fruits of your ground
you shall bring into the house of the Lord your
God.
19

Deuteronomy 26:2‐10
You shall take some of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which you harvest from the land that
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put
it in a basket and go to the place that
the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office
at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to
the Lord your God that I have come into the land
that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give
us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your
hand and sets it down before the altar of
the Lord your God, 5 you shall make this response
before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there
he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor
on us, 7 we cried to the Lord, the God of our
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our
affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8 The Lord brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs
and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place
and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You
shall set it down before the Lord your God and
bow down before the Lord your God.
2

Boiling a Kid in its Mother's Milk
Exodus 23:19b
You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.

Deuteronomy 14:21b
You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.

All scriptural quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version.

